Gaithersburg Presbyterian Church – May 17, 2020
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Join us on You Tube!
Greeting

Call to Worship [responsive]
We come to you, O God, to thank you for what is good.
We come to you, O God, to cry out for what is wrong.
We come to you, O God, to ask for help and restoration.
We come to you, O God, with aching hearts and glad souls.
Let us worship God.
Opening Prayer [together]
O God, form the minds of your faithful people
into a single will.
Make us love what you command
and desire what you promise,
that, amid all the changes of this world,
our hearts may be ﬁxed where true joy is found;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession [together]
Holy and merciful God,
in your presence we confess
our failure to be what you created us to be.
You alone know how often we have sinned
in wandering from your ways,
in wasting your gifts,
in forgetting your love.
By your loving mercy,
help us to live in your light
and abide in your ways,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.

[Silence for Personal Prayer]

Assurance of Pardon [responsive]

Hear God’s good news for us all:
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.
The old life has gone; a new life has begun.
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Amen.

We Listen to God’s Word
Scripture Readings

Acts 9:1-9

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord,
went to the high priest 2and asked him for leNers to the synagogues at Damascus, so
that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them
bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly
a light from heaven ﬂashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying
to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ 5He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The
reply came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and enter the city, and
you will be told what you are to do.’ 7The men who were travelling with him stood
speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground,
and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and
brought him into Damascus. 9For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor
drank.
Acts 9:10-22
10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a
vision, ‘Ananias.’ He answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’ 11The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and
go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus
named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man named
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.’ 13But
Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he
has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14and here he has authority from the chief priests
to bind all who invoke your name.’ 15But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an
instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before
the people of Israel; 16I myself will show him how much he must suﬀer for the sake of
my name.’ 17So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and
said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me
so that you may regain your sight and be ﬁlled with the Holy Spirit.’ 18And
immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then
he got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some food, he regained his strength.

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20and immediately he began to
proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’ 21All who heard him
were amazed and said, ‘Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those
who invoked this name? And has he not come here for the purpose of bringing them
bound before the chief priests?’ 22Saul became increasingly more powerful and
confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Messiah.
Leader: This is the Witness to God’s Word. People: Thanks be to God.
Sermon

Eeeew!

Rev. Mary Austin

We Respond to God’s Grace
Invitation to Generosity
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

We Depart for Service
*Announcements
Passing the Peace
Greeting: “The peace of Christ be with you.”
Response: “And also with you.”
*Commission & Benediction
The Call to Worship is from the writing of Beth Merrill Neel.

