Gaithersburg Presbyterian Church – January 9, 2022
Baptism of the Lord
Livestream on YouTube at 11:00 a.m.

Opening Music

“Change Ring Prelude on Divinum Mysterium”
The Canterbury Ringers

Welcome
Please register your attendance with the QR code on the back of the bulletin, or with the online
link, or on paper in the church Gathering Space. Need help? Ask any usher.
Call to Worship [responsive]
Created in God’s loving image,
we gather as the people of God.
Beloved by Christ, who loves us well
we gather as the beloved body of Christ.
Blessed by the Spirit of God,
we gather in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Let us worship God with joy.
Opening Prayer
Hymn [stand]

“At the Name of Jesus” verses 1, 2, 4
Tune: Noel Nouvelet
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Glory to God #264

Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession [together]
Faithful God,
you call us to be saints,
and we are more comfortable with the role of sinner;
you call us to be your servants,
and we worry that we lack the skills;
you put a new song of praise in our mouths,
and we stumble on unfamiliar words.
Put your song on our lips and in our hearts,
and remind us of the joy that awaits us
when we put our trust in you. Amen.
[Silence for Personal Prayer]
Assurance of Pardon [responsive]
You are God’s beloved—forgiven, washed clean,
and ready to respond for God’s truth.
You are chosen by God to love and serve one another.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are all forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Amen.

We Listen to God’s Word
Children’s Message
Scripture

Isaiah 43:1–7

But now thus says the Lord,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
3 For I am the Lord your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
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Because you are precious in my sight,
and honored, and I love you,
I give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
5 Do not fear, for I am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you;
6 I will say to the north, ‘Give them up’,
and to the south, ‘Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth—
7 everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.’
Mark 1:1–11
4

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight” ’,
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong
of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.’
2

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’
9

The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
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Sermon

If Jesus Jumped Off a Bridge, Would You Jump, Too? Rev. Mary Austin

We Respond to God’s Grace
Hymn

“Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice”

Glory to God #163

Invitation to Generosity and Prayer of Thanksgiving
Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer [together]
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

We Depart for Service
Announcements
Sending Song [stand]
Glory to God #321
“The Church’s One Foundation” verses 1, 2, 4, 5
Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.
Closing Blessing
Closing Music

“Fanfare in D major”

Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens


Participating in the service:
Elder Aimee Ranaivoarijaona, Rockville Presbyterian Church, Worship Leader
Mr. Wade Meyers, Director of Music and Worship Arts
Rev. Mary Beth Lawrence and Rev. Mary Austin

Please sign the guest book by using your
smartphone camera to scan the QR code
(gpchurch.org/guestbook)
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